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PRESIDENCY COLLEGE:
Calcutta, the 15th January, 1948.

D.0. No, _1> /con.

Dear D‘tt.’
Many thanks for your D.0. No, 19, dated the 6th January,
948, which I showed to Dr. N. K. Sen, Head o} the Department of
istry. I am giving below extracts from his written note on the
subject: -

"prof. Chakravarty is at present engaged in teaching
Honours and Post-graduate classes and I have not received
any complaint during the few months I am in charge of the
Department. As regards his ability as a teacher and his
work in the college, his confidential reports of previous
years may kindly be consulted."

"Referring to para. 5 of D.P.I.'s letter the retention
of Prof. Nani Gopal Chakravarty, here would be on condition
that he should not be entrusted with higher teaching. This
will be humiliating to him and derogatory to this Department.

Under the circumstances my views are -
(1) If he can be retained unconditionally he should be
retained.
(2) If he cannot be so retained let him be transferred."

The opinf#ion of the Head of the Department raises an
important issue. In para. 4 of your letter you have stated that
you "have reasons to believe that Prof, Chakravarty is not reported
to be a successful teacher at least in Honours and post-graduate
classes.” I find the following entries on looking through previous
records - ‘

1940: B.M.Sen (Principal) & M.Q.Khuda (Head of the Dept,)-
"Quite a capable teacher."

1941; B.M.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "His work in tthe classes has been
; found very satisfactory."

1942; B.M.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "A very capable tecacher and takes
keen interest in students.™

1943: B.M.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "Very effective teacher, His work
in the post-graduate departments has been very
satisfactory."

1944: M.Q.Khuda (Head of Dept.) -~ "He is a very efficient
teacher, willinz worker and does his work very .
satisfactorily.

A.K.Chanda (Principal) - "A most valued colleague and a
first rate teacher.®

1945: A.K.Chanda (& M.Q.Khuda - "A valued colleague and an
excelkent teacher, hardworked and consciencious and
though a good disciplincrian, he is a good 'mixer!
who is keenly interested in the social activities of
the college and Jusily popular both with his students

"and his colleagues."

1946: P.C.Mahalanobis and M.C.Khuda - "I have formed a
favourable impression on him. Sensible and has a
sense of humour. A pleasent colleague."

1947: M.Q.Khuda and N.K.Sen -~ "He takes good interest in
extra-academic activities and is useful in many
He has kept in touch with recent work and is thus a
valuable teacher."

The views placed on record by successive Heads of the Chemistry
Department and successive Principals of the Presidency College during
the last eight years since 1940 testify to Prof. Chakravarti's ability

as a teacher., 1 feel it is only proper that reasons which have led you

to hold a different view should be made available to me so that I can
make my decision as the Head of thc Presidency College in a
responsible manner,
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I greatly appreciate your offering the suggestion that

Mr. Chakravarti's lecture work should be limited to the 3rd Year
Pass and Intermediate Classes only, as I should naturally like to
have all possible help in deciding the programme of work in the
College. I presume, however, that this suggestion does not imply
that any conditions on the distribution of teaching work are
proposed to be laid down from the Secretariat in arranging transfers
::tpoatings of individuala officers to the Presidency College in

ure.

Yours sincerely,

A

Dr. 8, Datta, D.Se., D,I.C., F.N.I.
Director of iublie instruction, Ios{ Bengal.




IMMEDIATE

oy . C lll £ { EDUCATION DIRECTORATE
’ ._D. 0. Mo, - } L.._ ' BENGAL
/\

/ e ' . The 6th January, 1948,

Telegraphic Address :
Instruction

i

Dear Kr.HahalanobisL g

Will you please refer to your demi-official
No,.361, dated the 23rd/24th December, 1947 on the subjeect
of the transfer of Professor Nani qual Chakravarty from
your college ?

A I rind that you have raised the question of

prior consultation with the Prineipal in respect of any

- posting or transfer in your college but you wlll perhaps
realise that this 1s not always possible. In this
connection, I want to draw your attention to this ofifice
memorandum No,3102-A, dated the 9th September, 1947 in
which the policy to be followed by Government in matters
of transfer was communicated to you,

Se The S.E.S8. post in Chemlstry in the Bethune
College has been raised to the B.E.S.cadre and immediate
transfer of a fairly senlor B.E.S. officer, who would fit
in a Women's College from all considerations, was necessary.
Prof, Chakravarty was therefore a natural choice., Provision
for hls successor was not immediately made as 1t was
settled earlier that he would be on deputation for about a
month in the Calcutta Corporation and we were planning to
give you a much better officer about whose usefuiness in
the Presidency College there would be no two opinion.

4, Prof, Nani Gopal Chakravarty has been .described
to be an experienced teacher of proved ability but I cannos
share the views expressed by you. He may be a "valuable
asset" go far as the corporate life of the college 1s
concerned but I have reasons to believe that he 1s not
reported to be a successful teacher, at least in the
Honoursg and Post-Graduate classes.

\ 50 In...




5. In any case, if you press for his retvention in
the Uollege, I shall have no obJjection but from what
I know about him I feel that he should not be entrusted -
with Honours and Post-Graduate Teaching where he is
found to be badly lacking in efficiency and his lecture
work should be limited to the 3rd year Pass and
Intermediate classes only. You may confidentially consult
the responsible membersof the University College of .
Science and lev me know your considered opinion in this
matter at a very early date.

-

Yburl s cerely,’

A

8ri P.C.Mahalanobis,
Principal,Presidency College, .
C°a Fréew-t 't s, :

— SM:6/1/48.
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'71+}"‘ reference to D. Pe. I'S D-O? No. X9

your note_of the 8th instant; regarding the

transfer of frof. Neni Gopal Chakra&arty, M@:;Q_fi
of the Chemlstry Depdrtment, I beg to state that'
obgection to his transfer from this College wes
rzised on the ground that he 1s an experlerced
teacher who has been serv1ng in this Department

. ﬁ,

since 1926 and thet his trancfer Wfﬁhout aﬁ@
prov131;n for a suitable successor)in_thé midd;e
of the session Xx was ot desirables Thlb hes
been the cese with the Store-keeperVOf this Dept.
who was releived on the 14th Adugust, 1947 but no
successor has yet been appointed in his place
inspite of repested reminders vﬁth the result

that there is & great dislocation of the routine

work of this Depsrtment r-




(2)

Prof - Chakravarty ig at present enggged 1in teach%;
Honours and Post-graduate classes end I have not

received any complaint during the few months I am .

in charge of the. Department. AS regards. hie ability :

,_w-sﬁeegi&ac%er and hlg,worg in the co;lege his confi-fg

séential repo*ms of previous years may kﬂndly be
a&

consulted.
A \
If, however, in the interest of public

service his transfe

By —— M

g ccneldered.aeceesﬁryfI'would

have no obJection 1f a suitable successor is tmmtdkax

immedleteley‘provbde& 80 that there mey not be any

dislocdtion of work of this depcrtment. f

PR

]

“dhe. crigina§k$§4;e: of th; Efgif is xn«xx&kxxj

returned herew ith.

Head of the Departnent of
Chemistry

Presidenoy College:

Celcutta.

N




‘consultation with the responsible authorities in charge.

Pruuenay Gollege, Qahutta, :
231'6 Degember, 1947.

br. 30 putt, : 3"" :
Director of Fublic Instruetion, 'eat Bongﬁl,
Wr!&tﬂ‘ Buildings, Caleutta,
Dear Dutt, g
Your office No.4079A of 22nd Deecember 1947.
I have just now been informed, immediately after
teking over charge as Principal, that Mr.Nanigopal Chakravarti,

‘Professor of Chemistry, is to be immediately transferred from the

Presidency College.

I have ascertained from Dys J.C.Sinha, who acted as

Arp R T

v

i

Principal in my absence, that he waa' not consulted about this transfer. -3

From the note of the Head of the Chemistry Department (copy enclosed)

it will appear that he also is strongly against this change.
Prof,Chakravarti has been a valuable asset to the athlqtid side
of college life in addition, :

No provision has been made for a suitable Iuoceasar'
to Prof, Chakravarti in the Prenidenoy College, and yet he is being
sent to @& post which apparently does not exist but is still to be
oreated, It is disconcerting to find that work in ﬁhe Presidency
Oo;lege is to be upset in sueh manner afid without any previous

It has been the tradition of this College that the
Principal is invariably consulted .in matters relating to postings
and transfers which affeet the College., The Principal is directly'
responsible for the work in the College and is in the .best position
to advise Governpent in these matters. It is therefore pertinent
to enguire why 5 departure from an established and sound practice
is being mede in this instance., As an academie pfinoiple of great
importance is involved, I should greatly appreciate having the
matter authoritatively clarified.

ours sincerely,

~C.Mahalanobis)




Principal

With reference to your note dated this day re: the
transfer of Prof., N.G.Chakravarty, M.Sc., I beg to state that
Prof.Chakravarty is an experienced teacher and has put in
useful services for this Department both in the undsr-graduate
and post-graduate classes for a long period. He is taking
Industrial Chemistry classes in the 3rd and 4th year Honours
as well as Physical Chemistry in the Honours and post-graduate
classes, I am strongly of opinion that he cannot be spared in
the best interest of this department. Moreover it is not
desirable to relieve an offiger until a suitable successor
is available.

This has been the case with the store~keeper of this
Department who was relieved long ago but no sucecessor has yet
been appointed in his place to the great inconvenience of this
Department,

8d/- N.K.SEN
23/12/u7
Head of the Department
of Chemistry, Presidency College,
Calecutta,
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To

2 Government of West Bengal. >%;\l///
Education Directorate,

Ro.!g —zq'4-

e o 00 o9 ¢

From .
The Director of Public Instruction,West Bengal.

The Principal, Presidency College, Calcutta.

Dated Calcutia, the 22nd December, 1947,

The undersigned is directed to state that it has
been decided by Government that Babu Nani Gopal
Chakravarty, Professor of Chemistry, Presidency College
in the B.E.S8. should be posted as Professor of Chemistry,
Bethune College, Calcutta in the post to be sanctioned

. by Government vice Miss Debl Mukherjee, on study leave,

The Principal is accordingly requested to relieve
Profeszor Nani Gopal Chakravarty and to direct him to
Join his new appointment either an the December, 1947
or on the 2nd January, 1948 without fail.

Formal orders of Government sanctloning this
arrangement will be communicat8& to him as soon as they
are received in this office,

@%Agﬁw for Director or Public Instrwdr;on,West Bengal
LSS
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Principal,

J
¢

Vith reference to your equiry dated

the 14th July, 1947, regarding Prof. E. G..chskravarty
!.Sc-. i beg to state that Prof. ChakraVarty is a
l&ccea;ful teacher ana he is 1ndiapenalble for other

Presidency college
Ggﬁ%utta.
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CONFIDENTIAL.
PRESIDENCY COLLEGE:
Calcutta, the 15th January, 1948,

D.0., No. _2 . /Con.

Dear Datta
’ Many thenks for your D.0. No. 19, dated the 6th January,
1048, which I showed to Dr. N. K. Sem, fiead of the Department of
onic:ry. I am giving below cxtracts from his written note on the
subject:-
: ®Prof. Chakravarty is at present engaged in teachi
Honours and Post-graduate classes and I have not receiv
any complaint during the few months I am in charge of the
Department. As regards his ability as a teacher and his
work in the college, his confidential reports of previous
years may kindly be consulted.®™
"Referring to para. § of D.P.I.'s letter the retention
of Prof. Nani Gopal Chakravartyy here would be on condition
that he should not be entrusted vith higher teaching. This
will be humiliating to him and derogatory to this Department,
Under the circumstances my views are -
(1) If he can be retained unconditionally he should be
retained.,
(2) If he cannot be so retained let him be transferred.”

The opinf#ion of the Head of the Department raises an
important issue. In para. 4 of your letter you have stated that
you "have reasons to believe that Prof. Chnkravnrty is not reported
to be a successful teacher at least in Honours and post-graduate
el:s::s.' I find the following entries on looking ugh previous
records :-

1940: B.K.Sen (Principal) & M.Q.Khuda (Head of the Dept.)-
"Quite a capable teacher."

1941: B.E.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "His work in ithe classes has been
found very satisfactory."

1942; B.¥.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "A very capable teacher and takes
keen interest in students.®

1943; B.M.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "Very effective teacher., His work
in the post-graduate departments has been very
satisfactory.”

1944: ¥.Q.Khuda (Head of Dept.) - "He is a very efficient
teacher, willing worker and does his work very
satisfactorily.”

A.K.Chanda (Principal) - "A most valued colleague and a
first rate teacher.”

1945: A.K.Chanda (& M.Q.Khuda -« "A valued colleague and an
exceldkent teacher, hardworked and consciencious and
though a good diseiplinsrian, he is a good 'mixer!'
who is keenly interested in the social activities of
the college and justly popular both with his students
and his colleagues."

1946: P.C.Eahalanobis and M.Q.Khuda - "I have formed a
favourable impression on him. Sensible and has a
sense of humour, A pleasent colleague.”

1947: M.Q.Khuda and N.K.Sen - "He takes good interest in
extra-academic activities and is useful in ways.
He has kept in touch with recent work and is us .
valuable teacher."™

The views placed on record by successive Heads of the Chemistry
Department and successive Principals of the Presidency College during
the last eight years since 1940 testify to Prof. Chakravarti's ability
as a teacher, I feel it is only proper that reasons which have led yo
to hold a different view should be made available to me so that I can
make my decision as the Head of the Presidency College in a
responsible manner.
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I greatly appreciate your offering the suggestion that
Mr. Chakravarti's lecture work should be limited to the 3rd Year
Pass and Intermediate Classes only, as I should naturally like to
have all possible help in deciding the programme of work in the
College. 1 presume, however, that this suggestion does not imply
that any conditions on the distributian of teaching work are ;
proposed to be laid down from the Secretariat in arranging transfers
::tpostings of individualm officers to the Présidency College in

ure.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. 8. Datta, D.Sc., D,I.C., F.N.I.
Director of §uhlie instrnction, !oa‘ Bengal.




Qonfidential.

PRESIDENCY: COLLEGE

S S ' CALQUTTA
S 2 e The 14th January, ;9 48.
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Dear Datta,}

Many thanks for your D,0. No, 19, dated 6th
January, 1948, which I showed to Dr., N, K, Sen, Head of the
Department of Chemistry. I gm giving below extracts from
his written note on the subject :- .

"Prof, Chakravarty is at present engaged in teaching
Honours and Post-graduate classes and 1 have not received
any complaint during the few months I am in charge of the
Department. As regards his ability as a teacher and his work:
in the college, his confidential reports of previous years
may kindly be consulted."

"Referring to para. 5 of D.P.I.'s letter the reténtion
of Prof, Nani Gopal Chakravarty, here would be on condition
that he should not be entrusted with higher teachenfy This

-will be humiliating to him and derogatory to this Department.
Under the circumstances my views are -

(1) If he can be retained unconditionally he should be
retained,

.(2) If he cannot be so retained let him be transferred."

The opinion of the Head of the Department raises an
important issue. 1In para. 4 of your letter you have statel-
that you "have reasons to believe that Prof, Chakravarty is

not reported to be a successful teacher at least in Honours

and post-graduate classes.," I find the following entries on
looking through previous records e

1940: B.M.Sen (Principal) & M. Q Khuda (Head of the Dept S
Quite a capable teacher®

1941: B.M.Sen & M.Q. Khuda -'"His work in the classes has been
- found very satisfactory." :




1942: B.M.Sen and M.Q.Khuda - "A very capable S &
teacher and takes keen interest in : : = b
students.™ ~ 3

1943: B.M.Sen and M.Q.Khuda - "very effective ~—
teacher, His work in the post-graduate
departments has been very satisfactory." . X

1944: M.Q.Khuda (Head of Dept): - " He is a very
efficient teacher, willing worker and does
his work very satisfactorily.”

. A.K.Chanda (Principal) - "A most valued
colleague and a first rate teacher."

1945: A.K.Chanda and M.Q.Khuda - ™A valued colleague
and an excellent teacher, hardworked and
consciencious and though a good disciplinerian,
he is a good 'mixer' who is keenly interested
in the social activities of the college, and
justly popular both with his students and his
colleagues."

1946: P.C.Mahalanobis and M.Q.Khuda - "I have formed
a favourable impression on him. Sensible and -
has a sense of humour. A pleasent colleague.‘

1947: M.Q.Khuda and N.K.Sen - "He takes good interest in.
_ extra-academic activities and is useful in many
"ways. He has kept in touch with recent work
and is thus a valuable teacher, Phé
The views placed on record by successive Heads of (’ Ok redd
the Chemistry Department and successive Principals of the'
Presidency College during the last eight years since 1940 \
testify to Ets ty as a ‘teacher. Ia—$this—situebion
1 feel that it isjproper that reasons which have led you
to hold a different view should be made available ‘to me
so that I can make my decision as the Head of;the Presidency
College in a responsible manner,

I greatly appreciate &our offering the suggestion that
Mr. Chakravarti's lecture work.should be limited to the

3rd Year Pass and Intermediate Classes only, as I should
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naturally like to have all possible help in deciding

the programme of work in the College. I presume,
however, that this suggestion does not imply that = w%g/
conditions on the distribution of teaching work are
proposed to be laid down from the Secretariat in
arranging transfers or postings of individual officers

to the Presidency College in future.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. S Datia, D.Se.; D.1:C., Pl 17
~Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal,




Confidential,. r

| Dear Datta, ° °

o B

Many thanks for your D.0. No.
19 dated 6.1.48, which I showed to

A

Dr. N. K. Sen, Head of the Dept. of
Chemistry. I am giving beleow

| extrécts from hig written note on the
subject = : ,

"Prof, Chakravarty is at present
engaged in teaching Honours and
Post-graduate classes and I have not
received any complaint during the.
few months I am in charge of the
Department. As regards his ability
as a teacher and his work in the
college, his confidential reports of
previous years may kindly be
consulted."

Referring to para, 5 of D.P.I.'s
letter the retention of Prof. Nani
Gopal Chakravarty, here would be on
condition that he should not be
“entrusted with higher teaching, This
will be hu@iliating to him and -
derogatory t6 this Derpt.

" Under the circumstances my views
are -

- (1) If he can be retained
unconditionally he should be
retained. :

(2P-1T he cannot be so retained
let him be transferred.®

"~ The opinion of the Head of the ;
Dept. raises an important issue, In —
para, 4 of your letter you have
'sfated that you "have reasons to
vbelieve that Prof. Chakravarty is not
reported"fo be & successful tcacher
at least in Hons. and post;greduate
classes.™ I find the following
entites on looking through previous

I‘eCOI‘dS.-(- JJJ (MI&\ )&/W

1940: B.M.Sen/& M. Q. Khudat— "Quite a
capab teacher" '\

.1941 B.M.Sen & M.Q.Khuda - "His.
- work in the classes has been
found very satisfactory"™




1942: B.M.Sen and M,Q.Khuda - "A
; very capable teacher and
takes keen interest in

students".
1943: B M.Sen épriﬂeépe%} and M.Q.
: Khuda (Heed—ef Dept,) :

“Very effective teacher -
work in the post-graduate
and under-graduate departments
has been very satisfactory.

1944: M.Q. Khuda (Head of Dept):
"He' is? «very efficient teacher;
w1lL1ng worker and does his
work very satisfactorily."

=
~

A.K.Chanda (Principal):#A mos’t
valued colleague and a first
rate teacher

!
{

1945: M¥®: A.K.Chanda (Principal) &

: M.Q.Khuda (Head of the Dept

"A valued colleage and an
excellent teacher, hardworked

and consciencious and though a

good disciplinerian, he is|a

good'mixer' who is keenly
interested in the social

activities of the college and

Justly popular béth with

his students and his“colleagues."

..

1946: P.C. Mahalanobis(Principal) &
M.Q.Khuda (Head of thé Dept)
" I have formed a favourabl -
impression on him, Sensible and has
hag a2 sense of humour. A
pleasent colleague, i

5
1947: M.Q.Khuda (Principal) & N.K. Sen
(Head of the Dept.) ‘

"He takes good interest in |
extra-acédemic activities jand~-
is useful in many ways.- He has
kept in touch with recent work
and is thus a valuable te%cher.

¥ |
~ The views placed on record by["
successive Heads of the Chemistry’J
Dept. and successive Principals o$
the Presidency College during the|last
eight years since 1940 testify to|his
ability as a teacher. In this situation

I feel that it is proper that reasons

which have led you to hold a different

view should be made available “to he SO

that I can make my decision as tL

o
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Head of the Presidency Colleéé in a
responsibie manner,

I greatly appfeéiate vour
offering 'the sugggstion that Mr.
Chakravarti's iecture work should
be m limited to the 3rdlyear Pass
and ¥ Intermediate Classes only, as
‘1 should naturally like to have all
possible help in deciding the
programme\of work in the College. .
I-presume, however, that this
suggeétion does not imply that any
conditions on the distriﬁutioﬁ of
teaching work are proposed to be
laid down from t?e Secretariat in

arranging transfers or postings of

, J
individual officers to the Presidenc

1College in future..

e

Yours sincerely,
43
/ﬁ?“\f\ .
r4 /)6
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A k- Choanda (17%) :

P ddeotouedin (RUC):

H. Q. kleidn(1947) :

Confidential, M 4o % W =
‘ / i v " .

- the retentton of Prof. Nani Gopal Chakravarty;

j& .ﬁﬁgzgingﬁlooking through previous recor@}‘

Dear WDatta, g ‘
A{;=f§fffd Kf :D.OD'NO. 19 dt.

6th January, 1948,£$o Dr. N. K. Sen, Head of
of the Department of Chemistry. I hAm giving
below extracts from his written ® note on the.
subject: -

"Prof. €hakravarty is at present engaged
in teaching Honours and Post-graduate classeS¢
and 1 have not received any complaint during
the few months I am in charge of the Departm-
ent. As regards his ability as a teacher and
his work in the college, his =znrdifrn
confidential reports of previous years may
kindly be eonsulted." ’

"Referring to para. 5 of D.P.I.'s lettes,

here would be on condition that he should not"
be entruested with higher teaching. This =
will be humiliating to him and derogatory to =
this Dept. —
Under the circumstances my views are 35
(a) If he can be retained unconditﬁnnall&
he should be retained.
(b) If he canriot be so retained let him

be transferred » :

The opinion of the Head of the Dept & §§

A
raises an important issue. 1In para 4 of y i‘

in Hons. an ostrgraduate classes." I‘

% g&»

A valued colleague and an excellent tea
r, hardworked and consciencious and though a
good disciplinérian, he is a good 'mixer' wh
is keenly interested in the social activitie
of the college and justly popular both with .
his students and his colleagues. £ ]
(3
S&-—A B . Chanda, :
24457 B

1946 ‘

I have formed a favourable 1mpression;1
him. Sensible and has a sense of humour. &

pleasent colieague.

X 1947,

He takes good interest in extra- e
academic activities and is useful in many
ways. He has kept in touch with recent woék
and is thus a valuable teacher. 3




ms situation I feel that if have?c?“
ischarge ;§\responsibilities ag the Head

of  the Eblleéé it w#ﬂi not /reasonable
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w i/ the best—interes 5 college,
// z%%ézzlgreatly appreciate your gl o /&;1.
' ecture work should be limited to the 3rd year :
3 ;Pasgiand Intermediate Classes,only, as I should
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