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t ion, 
Branch 

SUBJECT: File No. 
I f f y 

Number in File / 
Date of receipt j 2 I f , , j if 

Diary Number 6xif 

No. 

THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 

G e n e r a l DEPARTMENT. 

Calcutta, the Octr. jraj^ 

DEPARTMENT. 

Sir; * • . , 
" i h^ve the honour to forward herewith in original 

the l e t t e r N'o. 19*83, da ted 21st October 19.14, ^addressed to 

you through th is o f f i c e "by the Principal of the Presidency 

Coll e ge, Calcutta, together ^ith i t s enclosures regarding 

the developments which hsve taken pl^ce at Presidency ' lo l le^e 

since the corn in cr into force of, the new University regulations. 

/ 

5T. C. J/Tr««—i\ 151—16-5-1913—1239— 25 000 

I h^ve the honour to "be, 
Sir , 

Your most obedient servant. 0 ' 

For Director o f Public Instruct ion, Benga l 

H D. 22/10 



istruction Fcpk No. 26A (New). 
[Approved in letter No. 1448, d. 20-1-O6.] 
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FROM JPifittrttzMii 

W mricinfl ^res idency C o l l e g e , . C a l c u t t a , f > / JT 

To 

.Date G) reoeiptbjSE^iilit 

I Dim? No. 
£ 5 6 / 

s^cre-fery to- the Government of 

'en* ral Department. 

(Throu, the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal ) 
C a l c u t t a / ^ 21s t September 

Sut. 

I have the honour to enclose for the information of 

Government a copy of a memorandum prepared in response to 

the request made in a recent circular from the Registrar . 

of Calcutta University asking for details of the•improve-

ments effected in colleges in connection with Universi 

ty inspection. I enclose also a copy of' my let ter to the 

Registrar. . 

I have tHeHonour to be, 

-Sir* 
* Your* tTOst obedient servant 

principal, 

Presidency College. 

Alipore (N.C.) J.'Preii—A 461—>0- 8-1913718—1,16.000 
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Tht Principal, Presidency College, Calcutta. 

To 

The Registrar, Calcutta University. 

Dated, Calcutta, the 21st September 1914. 

Sir, 

With reference to your Circular No. 11074 dated 

the 11th June 1914, and subsequent reminder, I have the 

honour to furnish a memorandum summing up the develop-

ments which have taken place at Presidency College since 

the coming into force of the new regulations in July 

1906. 1 shall endeavour to supply ful ler information 

later en* 

2. The questions as asked in your letter do not 

appear to me to be appropriate to the circumstances of 

a Government College and more especially of Presidency 

College* I do not, therefore, attempt to answer them 

in detail* 

I hnve ctc., 
"H. R. James 



(1906 - 1914 ) 

1. S t r f f — The stpff has been rpised from 3 to 7jk. 

1906-7 1914-15. 

Profess ors O O (9 I.E.S Hi 
13 P.E.S. ) 

40 (13 
27 

I.E. 
P.E, S.) 

Lecture rs 3 (2 S.iij. B.& one out— 
s i de the grades) 

3 

fi Cs CS T <3 T, O XV o O J. O be nts 10 18 

Office 8 / AJ j ; o WillCt: D & 
Library 2 ) 

13 (Off JJ T • -;: OWXJ -L 
ice 
rar;y 

10 n \ 
C ) 

chief oroifccts incluued in this scheme 

o uc ny anu. 

2. W comprehensive Improvement Scheme was matured 

between 1907 - 10. Th 

pre : -

i . New laboratories for Physics, Physiology, 

Geology. 

& i i . Acquisition of tlie .^ere Scl 100I b^iilding. 

i i i .A new hostel. 

iV. A College hal l . flE^fHPi 
Y. Play inr fields* 5 ' -. w . s ' 

VI. Principal fs house. 

VII.Quarters ior professors. 

¥111 A. gymnasium. 

An Astronomical Ooservatory. iX. 

The laboratories have been completer in one clock 

which WPS opened unaer the name of .Baiter Builuin^s in J anu&ry 

m m tiave 

1913. The department of Chemistry has subsequently been en -

larked rnd re-organised at a cost of Ks 40000/-

At the SSEI4 time,, many, rooms in the old college 

n set free for general ourpose$.as a result 

^er Buildings?* 

v _ oti the pr inc le 

m iVUf ana x 

It meets 6 or 9 times a year. 

01 < removr 1 of >8cience aenaTCreTTT.u 

j). 
/C 
A College llW, ; 

of representation of suoieets, ms lnsti^uvea 
i 

n LCD 

since been ift f u l l worK 
4. 



4. A Governing; Body was instituted in 1910 to meet 

.the wishes of the Syndicate ana in compliance of Chapter XIX, 

Section 3 A of the Regulations. I t has wide powers. Its --

activity has steadily increased. Last year i t held in a l l 

ten meetings. I t has already met four times this session. 
if 

b. A Students' Consultative Committee was established® 

last year. I t consists of representatives from each Year, — 

Science ana Arts, elected class uy class.with three additional 

representatives for . iuhammadans. ' The Principal is President. 

The purpose of the Committee is to enable student opinion to 

be more e f fectual ly ascertained. |j I 

College addresses have been delivered bv the --

Principal once or twice a year since- 1908. Four of these --

addresses were published in 1913 by -'essrs S. K. Lahiri & Co. 

7. ••; In 1908 the hostel T,ras divided into f iVe wards 

for i t s better social organisation. Each ward is in charge of 

a Prefect and has attached to i t a prafcssor o:<« the staf f as 

Warden. 

The rules were completely recast in 1908 and as 

these have been adocted with a few minor alterations by the 

Syndicate for the Harding© Hostel, i t is presumeu they have' 

the approval of the Syndicate. 

8. The l ibrary has been completely re-organised. 

i . hew rules wore introduced in 1908. 

i i . The books ( thirty thousand in nunbtr ) were com-

*ol'- taly re-arranged in 1910. 

i i i . JA new crv l o n e in "three voli.imos on a new plan 

(the Dewey Bvotem ) is under preparation. The r » .. • <\ 

f i r s t volume is rea.dy for publication. 

IV. Tne l i s t -of periodicals has been very /reatly -

fcrtcnaed, specially in Science. 

V. Many net/ eirranmements have been made in detail 
Hi 

with 8 view to f ac i l i ta t ing study in the l i b r a r 

m 

for instance, separate t ib les for readers QOOiC 
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VI. 

>oks o n open shelves, a display of net/ DOOKS OR} 

• e rar ipn s counter. 

separate Science library was opened last year 1 4 C 

j. ( i e ro051 in t 

-ntly been "fullv 

B k e r Bu l i e ins 

• iv 

mis ii a s 

e q u r p o e a w i t n waii-sneives. 

o. individual tutorial work ( esi 
V M 

Kinas oi composition ) ha.s oeen inorpduceo. 

completely inv English 

ot/iier sub i ects. 

s. limite< . b OI i 0 I I . 

ffiu wi o seminar m Philosoohy founded by Dr. l~ 

revived in 1.907 and seminars m hYirlisn, mszo a f n n 

s o p h y e n d Political Economy have since oeen in-

ninar 

l i b r a r fee 

a. room reserved for itsjuse 

most required in the subicct are kent there an 

lion and Test 

graaua.te c lasses both Arts and Science. The number of papers 

set varies with the subject. The standard is one a month. In 

-wiema.uies, the papers are more freouent and in some sub iects 

less. 

The manes are recorded on .marksheets* rnu the marl:-

sheet marks are transferred to a class record, one for each 

student. Th.ere is thus a complete record of a student*s work 

for the four years of the under-.-Taduate course. 

12. The Improvement Scheme includes a project f o r a o f c x h * J i 

common /room on an adequate rcale. The-proposal is to use). x or 

b. ournose one wm _ctpi'jy of the l'arc Schoo,! Building. M e a n -

t ime the 

oy i let lei? 

T 'A i-W . 

dstire; Common Room accommodation has been doubled 

rooms in place of one. 

A suite ofrooms has been provided for the c o n v e n i -

e n c e ox wile tcac.uin:e; st»ax x. o] th e a da111on oi t w o r o o m s y o t h e 
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I 
Summary of developments in Presidency College. 

(1906.1914) 

I 

1. Sta f f - The staf f has been raised from 43 to 74. 

1906-7 1914-15 

Professors 22 (9 I.E. S. & 40 (13 I.E. S. & 
27 P.E. S. ) 

3 

13 P.E.S. ) 

lecturers 3 (2 S.E.S. & one 
outside the grades) 

Assistants 10 18 

Off ice 8 (O f f i ce 6 & 
Library 2) 

13 (O f f i ce 10 & 
Library 3) 

2. A comprehensive Improvement Scheme was matured between 1907-10. 

The Chief projects included in this scheme are 

i . New laboratories f o r Physics,Physiology,Botany and Geology, 

i i . Acquisition of the Hare School building, 

i i i . A new hostel. m ^ 

iv. A College Hall 

v. Playing f i e lds 

v i . P r inc ipa l s house 

v i i . Quarters f o r professors 

v i i i . A Gymnasium 

ix. An Astronomical Observatory. 

The laboratories have been completed in one block which was opened 

under the name of the Baker Buildings in January 1913. The department 

of Chemistry has subsequently been enlarged and re-organised at a cost 

of Rs.40,000/-. 

At the same time many rooms in the old College Building have been 

set free fo r general purposes, as a result of the removal of the 

Science Departments to the Baker Buildings. 

3. A College Council, based primarily on the principle of representa-

tion of subjects, was instituted in 1907 and haw since'been in fu l l 

working.axxxx I t meets 8 or 9 times a year. 

4. A Governing Body was instituted in 1910 to meet the wishes of 

the Syndicate and in compliance of Chapter XIX, Sect ion 3A of the 

Regulations. I t has wide powers. I t s act iv i ty has steadily increased** 

% 



Last year i t held in a l l ten meetings, i t has already met four 

times this session. 

Jj. A Students1 Consultative Committee was established last 

year. I t consists of representatives from each Year, Science 

and Arts, elected class by class, with three additional 

representatives for Muhammadans. The Principal is President. 

The purpose of the Committee is to enable sutdent opinion to be 

more ef fectual ly ascertained, 

6. College addresses have been delivered by the Principal once 

or twice a year since 1908, Pour of these addresses were publish 

ed in 1913 by Messrs. S.K.Lahiri & Co. 

7. In 1908 the hostel was divided into f i v e wards for i ts 

better social organisation. Each ward is in charge of a Prefect 

and has attached to i t a professor on the staff as Warden. 

The rules were completely recast in 1908 and ars these have 

been adopted with a few minor alterations by the Syndicate for 

the Hardinge Hostel, i t is presumed they have the approval of 

the Syndicate. . 

8. The library has been completely re-organised. 

1. Hew rules were introduced in 1908. 

i i . The books(thirty thousand in number) were completely 

re-arranged in 1910. 

i i i . A new catalogue in three volumes on a new plan(the Dewey 

System) is under preparation. The f i r s t volume is ready 

for publication. 

iv. The l i s t of periodicals has been very greatly extended, 

specially in Science. 

v. Many new arrangements have been made in detail with a view 

to f ac i l i t a t ing atudy in the l ibrary, for instance, separate 

tables for readers, books on open shelves, a display of new 

books on the Librarian* s counter, 

v i . A separate Science Library was opened last year in a 

large room in the Baker Buildings. This has recently been 

fu l l y equipped with wall-shelves. 

9. A system of individual tutorial work(essays and otte r 



kinds of composition) has "been introduced, completely in » 

English, and to a limited extent in other subjects. 

10. The Seminar in Philosophy founded by Dr. P.K.Rqy in 

1906 was revived in 1907 and seminars in English, History, 

Po l i t i c a l Philosophy and Po l i t i ca l Economy have since been 

introduced. 

Each seminar has a room reserved for i t s use. The 

l ibrary books most required in the subject are ke£t there 

and are made accessible to the members of the seminars. 

11. A system of class examination supplementing the promo-

tion and Test examinations has been introduced for a l l under-

graduate classes both Arts and Science. The number of 

papers set varies with the subject. The standard is one a 

month. In Mathematics, the papers are more -g frequent and 

in some subjects less. 

The marks recorded on marksheets; and the marksheet 

marks are transferred to a class record, one for each xfci 

student. There i s thus a complete record of a student* s 

work for the four years of the under-graduate course. 

12, The Improvement Scheme includes a project f o r a 

Student*s Common Room on an adequate scale. The proposal is 

to use f o r the purpose one whole storey of the Hare School 

Building. Meantime the existing Commdn Room accommodation 

has been doubled by f i t t i n g up two rooms in place of ons, 

13, A suite of rooms has been provided fo r the convenience 

of the teaching sta f f by the addition of two rooms to the 

old Professors* room; the additional rooms being one a 

reading room and the other a t i f f i n room. 

14-. A College Calendar was printed for the f i r s t time f o r 

the session 1911-12 and has been issued yearly since. 

15. The f i r s t number of a new College Magazine wi l l issue 

in November. 

Calcutta. 
The 21st September 1914. 

Sd. H. R. James 

Pr incipal , Presidency College 
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