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‘what connected them all was that they shared in

the creation and formation, in one way or

another, of a mentality which straddled two

cultures, Western and Indian. This cross-cultural

mentality, let us call it the Indo-Western mind,

was the ultimate and supreme product of the

Bengal Renaissance.”
I I TG SRR Wibce R formfas Topom I @mT g,
(FATSIL O (GO TFF© 2 (1R Ao T2, €2 ol ©F 2o
TUIRFY | @ATTEMF #Itd 74 ARSI T W @F SeRaE Ted
e Aefe GRe fegae 28 1 o Afre-aegfe e foreere
AP eellfe IR | O MATE (FATOE 7 AMeifed T qayoiie
Il Arorey epel-eFied Bt el MitReeT, TgAcE I99 @2 BT
A o7 e FToitd AR Ia-vb € QI-561, IRAE-TSHCF
@IS TR, (@IS A A A W f[Afdes, W2 SRERl @A
FIUCE THIT®, FAC AW 2@ I3f%e IR Aelferd e, a2 ol
S A3 |

SR IR AIGINAR (A Tege YZred K9 AN A, Ol WS

@ oy fog v g fos, fee oy @foqiveel, Gl o@eR IR
TAR (F3 1 GfogiTe FrHired AGFIF (dv00-dob2 fabM) @ faay =it
SCEAPTS FACS (AICa foTees

\Oov



ToRT

‘Yet the Bengal Renaissance has certainly its own

specific relative value. Historians are now acutely
conscious of the serious limitations of the
renaissance in Europe itself; the old halo has
largely faded. Our ‘pre-renaissance’ society, again
was undoubtly depressing; a recovery from the
stupor has its own merit.

The guide-line for a proper assessment of what
happened in the cultural life of 19" century
Bengal must then steer between uncritical
adulation and scornful rejection. A historical
appreciation of the ‘new life’ in Bengal is
possible, even after recognising its obvious
weakness : it did move on the axis of the upper
stratum alone of society, the ‘bhadroloks’; it could
not draw in the Muslim community and the
masses of the backward Hindus; it failed to strike
a consistent anti-imperialist note, in sharp
contrast to the role of the intellectuals in the
Russia of the same period.”
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‘When we were strong and independent none

durst say a high word to us, but now that we
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have lost our independence, we are being

trampled upon and tyrannised over by foreigners
and have not the liberty of speaking even just a
word in our defence. With independence are gone
prosperity and happiness. What is then left to us?
We have become accustomed to oppreaaion, ill
treatment and injustice. What is there to comfort
us? We have lost everything. Why is then life left

to us? O God you have ruined India!™°
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