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Birbhum. It comprised 136601 square miles, of which the space not occupied by
the hills was 500 square miles. Of the latter, 246 square miles “were in the

survey of 1850 still covered with jungle,” the rest or 254 miles being cleared.””*
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hinted to them the pueport the Thakoor’s order, and they likewise vanished.”*
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which they had brought from their villages lasted, the march was orderly; but
unofficered bodies of armed men roaming about, not very well knowing where
they are going, soon became dangerous; and with the end of their own stock of

. e . . . O
provisions, the necessity for plundering or levying benevolences commenced.”*
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Mist : Story of Birsa Munda and his Movement. 1t was well received, and it
stimulated wide ranging research and literary efforts on the theme not only in
Mundari and Nagpuria in Chotanagpur but also in Hindi and Bengali. Mahasveta
Devi based her novel, Aranyer Adhikar (1978) on my work. The novel won the
Sahitya Akademi Award in 1979 and was translated into Hindi.”* “YB3IG” =&
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“CENTURIES AGO, the ancestors of Birsa, who belonged to the Purti clan, in the
course of their wanderings in search of a homeland for themselves, came upon
a river called Domdagara in the vicinity of Chutia, a suburb of modern
Ranchi...The land where they landed and settled down was called Chutia and
their branch of Purti clan Chutia Purti. The leaders who led them to their new
homeland were two brothers, Chutu Haram and Nagu. A sub-clan with its

legends and history grew up around the episode. Subsequently, Chutu was
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corrupted into Chutia, and later still into Chota, and Nagu into Nag.”®” G q(F
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rightly be regarded as the year of his birth. Thursday was the day on which he
was born, and he was named after the day of his birth according to the Munda
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custom.
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“In the depths of the jungles, in the Munda area, outposts were established at
Burju (1869), Govindpur (1870), and Amlesha (1901). On the periphery of Munda
land the Chaibasa mission was the first to be started in 1865 followed by
Chakradharpur in 1893..By 1895, there were thirteen stations and 40,000
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TROE QM Nede Fare (i@ O- “From 15,000 converts in 1887, their

number went up to 39,567 in 1897 and 71,270 in 1900.”®
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(O3 GF Q- “When he grew up, he shared an interest in playing the flute,
in which he became adept, and so movingly did he play that all living beings
came out to listen to him. He went round with the fuila, the one-stringed
instrument made from the pumpkin, in the hand and the flute strung to his
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waist.
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to these temples was to collect the old ancestral possessions, the tfulsi leaves
from Chutia, the sacred soil and water from the site of the old kingdom at Naw
Rattan, the sandal paste from Jagarnathpur temple and to pay homage to the
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Ulihatu, Birsa’s ancestral village, arrows flew into the village church. In Torpa,
three arrows were shot at the Christians coming out of their houses on the
evining of the twenty-fourth. At Marcha, John Pahan, the catechist, had a
narrow escape. In Basia, arrows were fired into the German mission church, but
no one was hit. On the evening of the twenty-fourth the same thing happened
at Kajara. A Christian boy was shot with an arrow in the thigh at Ramtolia. In
Ranchi one Chedi Mistry was shot with an arrow outside his shop near the
German mission and died; one European servent was wounded slightly near the
police Superintendent’s residence.”® @27 fox FrF" @ wieq AR Tcl
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