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literary and scientific, which the University now offers for the attainment of
the B.A. degree.

Instead of an optional test in Bengali, for instance, or Sanskrit, I would
suggest a test which should combine the two languages, requiring that
Bengali should continue to be taught, as it has of late years been taught
in our schools, in direct connection with Sanskrit, and that the elements of
Sanskrit must be taken up of necessity by every student who proposes to

pass in Bengali. :
- If such a change were accepted, I am inclined to think we should secure as
‘much as the University need absolutely insist on of the Sanskrit or other
classical element, and we might be able to see our way to the introduction
of a larger proportion of science in the B. course than can be managed under
‘present arrangements. : :

I fear, however, that the Lieutenant-Governor may not be willing to accept
this compromise, which would run counter to his views as embodied in various
orders issued during the last year, restricting as much as possible the teaching
of Sanskrit in all our schools. These orders removed the regulation in the
junior scholarship rules which required candidates to pass in a classical
{anguage as a condition of eligibility, and directed that the teaching of
Sanskrit was to be discontinued in all but a few selected Government schools
of the higher class; that under no circumstances was Sanskrit to be taught
in more than the two highest classes (afterwards extended to the three highest
classes) of any such school, and further that it should not be taught at all in
any one of these classes, unless the class should contain ten or more boys who
should have signified their desire to learn it.

Under these orders Sanskrit has by a sudden wrench been banished
altogether from the greater part of our Government schools, and I fear the
Lieutenant-Governor may not be willing to revive the teaching of it to the
extent I have suggested, not on]liy because he thinks it a comparatively
worthless subject of study in itself, -but because he has formed an opinion
adverse to its influence on the formation of the Bengali language and literature.

I therefore hesitate to propose to the Syndicate a measure which I think
might justify the University in removing Sanskrit as a compulsory subject
from the F.A. course, while I cannot bring myself to acquiesce in the
propriety of omitting it altogether from an;r branch of that course, without
providing that at least the elements of the language shall be taken up and
mastered at some earlier stage of the student’s career.

W. S. ATKINSON.
February 22nd, 1873. -
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